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Web Version 
 

This version of Headstock has photographs with reduced quality in order to 
make the file smaller. 

 
It also has contact details of people removed.  Personal contact details can be 

found in your Tower's copy of Headstock, or in the 2006 Annual Report.  
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From the Chairman 
 
A big help from an organisational point of view this year is that we have had a 
Ringing Master, James Saunders.  He was bold enough to take on the role at 
last year's Annual District Meeting, filling what had been a vacant post, and has 
taken on the role with enthusiasm.  Running a district ringing meeting when 
you do not know who is going to turn up (if many do at all) and what 
everybody can ring can be quite challenging.  Past attempts at having special 
methods for meetings were not overly successful but up to a certain level you 
should be able to get an opportunity to ring something you have looked up 
beforehand if you ask. 
 
Bob Jones has again contributed greatly as Secretary this year, particularly with 
his organisation of quarter-peal fortnight and smooth changing of arrangements 
when required.  Jenny Thompson as District Treasurer and Jim Framp as BRF 
Treasurer have continued on tirelessly and efficiently with their jobs for another 
year.  Please do try and make Jenny's job easier and get your annual subs (£5, 
£2.50 for under 16 and 65+) to her rather than waiting to be chased.  My thanks 
go also to the other district committee members and to Maureen Hall for 
producing a Headstock each quarter to coincide with the business meetings. 
 
Training has featured quite heavily again this year, adding to the organisational 
burden carried by a limited number of people.  Anybody want to volunteer as a 
training co-ordinator?  There has been a variety of courses run by a good 
selection of different people.  I know that Maureen is grateful to those who 
have written reports on these for Headstock and hope that others may be 
encouraged that training/extended practice sessions are a friendly not 
frightening couple of hours. 
 
Looking ahead, I hope that the proposed programme of meetings and events has 
something that appeals to most of the membership.  We have tried to 
incorporate some of the feedback we have received, although it is sometimes 
conflicting. 
 
Alex Nash 
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Bedford District Programme of Meetings and Events 2008 
 
This is a provisional programme, for confirmation see The Ringing World or 
phone the Secretary, Bob Jones. 
 
2 Febuary 2008: Training, see notice below. 

Goldington:  Ringing 3.30 – 5.00 pm. 
 
1 March 2008: District Outing 
   Details not yet available. 
 
2-9 March 2008: District Quarter Peal Week 
   Details not yet available. 
 
5 April 2008: Stevington:  Service, tea, meeting. 

Evening ringing at Bromham 
(3.30 pm – 8.30 pm). 

 
 
 
 

District Training Session 
 
February training is scheduled to take place at Little Staughton on Saturday 2nd 
from 10:00 am until 12:00 noon.  The listed topic is Doubles (expect Plain Bob 
and/or Grandsire) but this will be extended to include Plain Hunt if there is 
demand.  Names of students and helpers to Alex Nash by Friday 25 January 
please. 
 
  
 

Headstock 
 
Headstock is issued quarterly and is available to all towers in the Bedford 
District at a cost of £1 per calendar year to cover printing costs, payable in 
January each year.  It is also available on the website of the Bedfordshire 
Association of Church Bell Ringers www.bacr.co.uk but the web version has 
photographs of greatly reduced quality, and all personal contact details have 
been removed.  If your tower does not currently receive Headstock then please 
contact the Editor at the address given on page 14. 
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Bedford District Quarterly Meeting on 6 October at Elstow 
 

Members stood for a few moments to remember Muriel Bonnett of Stagsden, a 
ringing member for many years. 
 
Rosemary Maclaine had indicated that she wished to resign after many years in 
the post of Outing Organiser.  She was thanked for all the enjoyable outings. 
 
 

District Training Session on 3 November 2007 
 
Nearly 20 people gathered at Bromham for a Stedman Triples practice led by 
Stephen Stanford.  A good number of "stronger ringers", including people from 
other districts, had come along to help others progress. 
 
The "improvers" all had a good ring which I'm sure we all thought was very 
worthwhile. 
 
Thanks to Stephen for running it, the "stronger ringers" for their help, and to 
Bob Jones for organising it.  Also of course thanks to Bromham for letting us 
use the bells. 
 
 

District Training Session on 2 December 2007 
 
All helpers and students arrived at St Mary's Carlton at 10 am on 2 December.  
It had been decided that as nobody had applied for the original course of Minors 
that the training would be changed to Bob Doubles.   
 
There were three students: myself, John Weatherill from Harrold and Robert 
Gornall from Bromham.  We were at different levels of ability.  With the aid of 
our personal helper we all had a very good time and our confidence has greatly 
increased.  We all had a very good morning ringing and agreed that with a few 
more Saturday mornings we would be able to do the bobs and be ready to learn 
how to carry out a single! 
 
I must not miss out our helpers as they gave the students a rest by ringing 
some Double Oxford.  My thanks to all the helpers who were so patient when 
we made mistakes and I hope they enjoyed themselves as much as we did. 
 
Ann Boyle  (Carlton) 
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Tailenders' Programme for 1st Quarter of 2008 
 

Tuesday 12 February  Yardley Hastings 
11.00 am – 12 noon, The Church of St Andrew, 6 bells, 11-1-24 in F# 
Lunch at the Green Man, Lavendon 
Arranged by Dorothy Kirby, Ringing Master Richard Entwistle 
 
Tuesday 11 March  Eaton Socon 
11.00 am – 12 noon, The Church of St Mary, 8 bells, 13-1-11 in F 
Lunch at the Waggon and Horses, Eaton Socon 
Arranged by Humphrey Chetwynd-Talbot, Ringing Master Martin Barratt 
 
If you have previously indicated that you will attend a monthly meeting and 
find that you are unable to do so, please contact Martin Barratt and let him 
know. 
 
 

Tailenders 
 
 
 
The morning of the October meeting 
at Drayton Parslow must have been 
about the wettest of the year, in fact 
the photo of the church had to be 
retaken a month later.  The ladder up 
to the ringing chamber put some 
people off, but the bells were nice 
and the ringing was OK.  The pub, 
The Betsey Wynne at Swanbourne, 
although slightly more expensive 
than the usual, was given top marks 
all round, with the sweets deserving 
a special mention.  
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On a wet day in 
November we rang at 
Whaddon.  The bells 
were not particularly 
easy to ring but one or 
two touches were of a 
reasonable quality.  
Afterwards we ate at 
the Toby Inn in 
Shenley.  The carvery 
there is very good 
with alternatives if 
required.  It also has 
the advantage that a 
main course and 

dessert or coffee option is available at a very reasonable price.  Everyone 
seemed in good spirits despite the weather.  

 
Our first tower of the New Year 
was Rushden.  Most of us arrived 
early and managed to get parked 
quite easily.  The bells are not the 
easiest eight to strike well and the 
ringing reflected this.  Our Ringing 
Master, Barbara Woplin, made the 
wise decision to ring triples 
methods or rounds and call 
changes.  We rang a reasonable 
touch of Grandsire and a less 
successful one of Plain Bob triples.  
A touch of Stedman triples was 
attempted but, after a couple of 
attempts, a plain course was rung. 
 
We then all drove down the A6 to 
The Falcon in Bletsoe.  The food 
had been ordered in advance and 
was well cooked and attractively 
presented.  They also served some 
very good beer. 
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Celebrating the Bedfordshire Association's 125th Anniversary with Peals 
 
During the course of 2007 I decided to arrange a series of peals to celebrate our 
125th Anniversary.  Whilst there's no denying that this particular anniversary 
doesn't have quite the same resonance as a centenary or 250th celebration, it is a 
milestone that clearly deserved some acknowledgement.  The Association 
responded by organising a very enjoyable dinner in March, but there didn't 
appear to be much momentum to generate ringing activities throughout the 
county, apart from a special Anniversary peal at St. Paul's, Bedford, on 
11 March.  So, early in the year, I sat down and listed some objectives that 
might be achieved through organising peals specifically for the occasion. 
 
It appears that the state of peal ringing in Bedfordshire is in decline.  Not only 
are the numbers of peals rung each year falling (49 peals in 2004, 37 in 2005 
and 25 in 2006), but the number of different ringers and conductors involved is 
also shrinking.  Very few 'first pealers' reappear on a regular basis, and activity 
is centred on those who are not in their first flush of youth.  This is not a 
problem peculiar to the Bedfordshire Association, but my first objective was to 
try and encourage ringers from my own (Bedford) District to be more involved. 
The second objective was to ring some peals with a very distinct '125th 
Anniversary' flavour. 
 
The first peal was rung at Kempston on 17 March, a Saturday which fell 
conveniently close to the Association's inaugural date of 13 March 1882.  I 
asked Don Morrison, the well known composer, if he could devise a new 
method and special composition comprising 5125 changes.  He duly obliged 
and when the bells ran round we were able to name the method Bedfordshire 
Delight Royal.  It's an interesting and musical method, qualities that make it 
worth ringing again.  The band decided to commemorate this special effort with 
a peal board which now hangs in the ringing room at Kempston. 
 
This was followed by a series of Bedford District peals, all rung in local towers 
by local resident members.  Not all were successful at first attempt, but three 
re-runs got us back on track and 21 different ringers successfully rang peals, 
including five 'firsts' in various categories.  Special mention must go to young 
Timothy Blunt who rang his first peal on the tricky bells at Goldington.  I 
would also like to thank Mike Trimm for standing in at the last minute at 
Wootton, and, whilst he's not strictly a District resident, he allowed us to score 
this re-run on the last day of the year.  A summary of these peals is provided 
below and full details appear in the 2007 Annual Report. 
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Oakley   28 March  Mixed Minor (5 methods)  
Bromham   13 October   Grandsire Triples 
Goldington  20 October   Plain Minor (2 methods) 
Stagsden   29 October   Mixed Minor (7 methods) 
Carlton   6 November  Plain Bob Minor 
Wootton  31 December  Surprise Minor (7 methods) 

 
Unfortunately, the only 10-bell peal we attempted was lost, evaporating in a sea 
of tumbling backstrokes after 45 minutes.  It was not possible to reconvene the 
band again before the end of the year, but the ringing generated sufficient 
enthusiasm to justify organising a series of dedicated 10-bell practices during 
2008. 
 
Alex Nash also entered into the spirit by organising a peal attempt of Plain Bob 
Triples at St. Andrew's, Bedford, for his local band.  This came to grief around 
halfway, but it was a bold effort by the most flourishing tower in the District. 
An attempt at Keysoe also foundered, proving the point that fewer bells don't 
always present fewer problems, so my guess is that there is some unfinished 
business to settle in 2008.  Including these unsuccessful attempts, 31 different 
ringers from the District were involved in this initiative, representing about 
25% of our membership. 
 
The big challenge of the year was to ring a peal in 125 methods and this is 
exciting territory for any band.  So I called on Mike Trimm, conductor 
extraordinaire, to put together a peal of Surprise Minor and guide us through it. 
In August he distributed a seven-page document covered with numbers, codes 
and instructions to the band and we consigned ourselves to learning mode.  We 
had four practices in order to become familiar with the extents, and gradually 
the fragments of blue line translated into something ringable.  To our great 
relief we rang a very solid peal at first attempt at Flitton on the morning of 
15 December and again in the afternoon at Sandy for good measure.  
 
It has been an interesting and productive year for Bedfordshire peal ringing and 
I'm grateful to all those who have contributed.  The anniversary provided a 
worthwhile theme for several new initiatives and, for some ringers, there may 
now be a spark of enthusiasm to build on their successes, or perhaps score that 
elusive peal that slipped away last year. 
 
Martin Whiteley 
January 2008 
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Tailenders' Christmas Lunch, 11 December 2008 at Elstow 
 
 

 
 

 
Our December meeting was on a cold but beautiful clear day.  We started with 
ringing at Elstow where the festive ringing chamber, complete with lit 
Christmas tree and decorations, put us in the right mood.  The ringing was best 
when the bells were rung fairly quickly and some reasonable touches of 
Stedman, Cambridge, Norwich and London were rung.  We also had a ladies- 
only band ringing Grandsire.  After ringing down we drove to The Barns for 
our Christmas lunch. 
 
Forty of us were seated at four large round tables overlooking the river, a prime 
position.  The menu had been chosen in advance and all the food was of a high 
standard.  With crackers, party poppers and mince pies with our coffee as well 
as the three-course meal, it was also excellent value for money.  A good time 
was had by all and the whole occasion helped to end our 2007 programme with 
a bang. 



 11 

 
 
 

 



 12 

 
 

 



 13 

News from Local Towers 
 
 

 
St Denys', Colmworth 
 
From 1 December 2007 we are reverting to our traditional (and official) 
practice night of Wednesday.  If anybody feels able to help bring on a 
substantial proportion of potential improvers, they would be made very 
welcome at Colmworth. 
 
Humphrey Chetwynd-Talbot 
 
 
 
All Saints, Little Staughton 
 
Little Staughton are ringing again, although the work project has not yet been 
completed. 
 
Bernard Hopperton via Maureen Hall 
 
 
 
St Mary the Virgin, Northill  
 
In the article in the October issue it was stated that the Northill bells were 
expected back by the end of January.  This will not now happen.  Although the 
floor and frame at Northill are ready, the headstocks will not be available until 
1 March at the earliest.  And although the fifth bell has gone to be welded, the 
second bell has still to go.  The Biggleswade District ringing meeting planned 
for 8 March at Northill has been re-arranged.  Ringing at Easter (very early this 
year) is looking unlikely. 
 
Chris Morris and Maureen Hall 
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From the Editor  
 
If in any article the only contact details are a website or email address, and you 
do not have internet access, then in case of difficulty making contact please ask 
the Editor to make an initial contact on your behalf. 
 
Thanks to the 'regular' contributors, also I would like to thank Martin Whiteley 
for his article on the 125th anniversary peals and Ann Boyle for hers on one of 
the training sessions. 
 
The next Headstock will be distributed at the April District Meeting. 
 
Please send your articles, announcements etc to me by mid-March.  Your input 
is what makes Headstock what it is. 
 
Maureen Hall 
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