Playing Half Life Online


By Raekwon

Things you need:

1. A cup of tea

2. A LEGIT copy of Half Life (copies wont work)

3. Broadband (128 kilobit connection minimum)

4. Some free time

5. Patience

6. A PC that’s at least 500Mhz with 128MB of RAM

First things first….

Install Half Life normally, go in and check it works.

And now it gets a little more tricky (but don’t be put off)
Half life came out in October ’98, and since then the makers (valve) have released a LOT of update patches (48 at the last count). Conviently, you don’t need to download all of these, there is one that contains all the updates:

http://www.fileplanet.com/section.aspx?s=32296
If you can find it anywhere else, feel free to download it there (a lot of sites have it). The title of the patch is ‘Half Life 1.1.1.0’ It’s rather hefty hundred-and-something megabytes.

When the patch is downloaded, double click on it to run it. It should install without problems (or at least, I’ve never had any)

Ok this is where you need to listen hard

To play half-life online and receive a few more required minor updates, you need to download a free program called ‘Steam’

http://www.fileplanet.com/files/130000/130418.shtml

another rather hefty 210 megabytes, but worth it I promise. When you’ve downloaded steam, prepare to double click on it…
You’ve come so far, don’t give up!

Ok, so now you have to install steam. This involves a few options – choose ‘recommended’ for all of them ( it will also ask you to create an account. Make sure you write down your username and password.
Then it’s time for steam to start up proper – it might try to update itself a little more so now is a good time to get another cup of tea.
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Once it’s done all that, you might notice ‘steam’ running in the system tray (in the corner, by the clock) – right click on the icon and click ‘games’ on the menu.
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When you see this screen (don’t worry if yours looks a little different), double click ‘Half-life’.
It’ll do a little bit more updating and after a little while (although times vary) you will be able to click ‘Play Game’

Note: You only have to do all this updating crap every now and again – next time you play it’ll be almost instant. Don’t be disheartened!

Once you can click ‘Play Game’, do, and you’ll be in a new-style half life menu. Click ‘Options’ and configure each of the tabs (graphics, multiplayer name, controls etc) – See next page for pic.
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Ok, nearly there now!
Choose ‘quit’ from the menu and go back into steam.

Right click on the ‘Steam’ system tray icon and go to ‘servers’

You can either click ‘Internet’ and search for a public game, OR

Click ‘Favorites’ and then ‘add server’ and type in the IP address of my server, which I will give you if we’re all online together. (I only leave the server on when I’m online at home)

Double click the server you want and away you go…..

There are lots more bits and bobs to know but these are the basics. Good luck.
