NICE: Head Injury: triage, assessment, investigation and early management of head injury in
infants, children and adults. June 2003. (From full guideline, page 247)

Algorithm 3 Selection of patients with a head injury for CT imaging of
the head

Are any of the following present?

e  GCS =132 at any point since the injury

« GCS5 13 cr 14 at 2 hours after the injury

s Focal neurclogical deficit

« Suspected open or depressed skull fracture

» Any sign of basal skull fracture (haemotympanum, ‘panda’ eyes, cerebrospinal fluid
otorrhoea, Batlle's sign)

» Post-traumalic seizure

« =1 vomiting episode (clinical judgement on cause of vomiting and need for imaging should
be used in children aged = 12 years).
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Are any of the following present?

e Age = 85 years
« Coagulopathy (history of bleeding, clotting
disorder, current treatment with warfarin)
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Are any of the following present?

+ [Dangerous machanism of injury (a pedestrian struck by a
moter vehicle, an occupant ejected from a motor vehicle or a
fall from a height of greater than 1 mefre or 5 stairs). A lower
threshold for height of falls should be used when dealing with
infants and young children {l.e. < 5 years).

Amnesia of greater than 30 minutes for events before impact
(the assessment of amnesia will not be possible in pre-verbal
children and is unlikely to be possible in any child aged < 5
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years of age).
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