We publish a monthly newsletter which is distributed to all our
members and adherents through the pigeon holes in our church
vestibule. We also send copies by post to friends of the church who
now live away from Nottingham and large print versions are
available to those who need them

Please note that, for this “on-line” version of the newsletter, some
information from our printed magazine has been omitted. This
normally includes:

e personalia

e personal "thank you" letters

e home addresses of members

e some details of events for children and young people

which we have chosen to remove for child protection, security and
other privacy reasons.

We also remove material (such as that supplied by Christian Aid for
inclusion in church magazines) to avoid possible difficulty with
copyright issues.

Details of the venues and times are in the printed version of the
newsletter or are available from the church secretary.
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18" June 2008
Dear Friends,

This letter has to be written in anticipation! By the time you read it
however some of our hopes and expectations will have been
realized in the advent of a new ministry. A ministry, which like all
those that have gone before, will depend upon the prayers and
support of the whole people of God.

In that light, | recognise again the enormous privilege of the work of
the ministry and assure you of my desire for and dedication to the
Church of Jesus Christ expressed locally in St Andrew’s With Castle
Gate, and beyond there in many Christian faith communities ‘to the
uttermost parts of the earth’.

It would not be appropriate in this first epistle to engage with some
weighty theological matter or to address the many national and
international concerns that trouble us all. Please indulge me in
allowing a much more personal focus.

| simply want to record the thanks of the Wiseman family for all the
efforts that have been made to make us feel welcome and
comfortable here. That has involved so many of you, and we are
grateful to you and to Almighty God. In particular, our thanks and
those of the congregation must go to Jim Brown. He has worked
tirelessly in respect of the new Manse and his many efforts have
contributed to us being able to settle down quickly and effectively.

We look forward very much to getting to know you all as we together
with you seek to pursue ‘the kingdom of God and his righteousness’.

Yours sincerely

Revd lan Wiseman
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Global Coal Management (GCM), a UK company, is planning an
open-cast mining project near Phulbari in north-west Bangladesh.
More than 40,000 people face resettlement, and thousands more
are at risk from a reduced or contaminated water supply. The loss
of land also threatens to decrease food security in the area. This
mine is opposed by local people as it will have devastating impacts
that would last for generations to come. One protest ended in the
death of three people. Zakir Kibria, an activist from Bangladesh
says

“The poorer people of Bangladesh will suffer at the hands of a start
up UK Corporation, who want to mine our land and destroy our
environment for profit. Phulbari communities gave a verdict written
in blood that they do not want the mine. Please campaign with the
people of Phulbari to stop it.”

He has asked the World Development Movement to help the
Bangladeshi people oppose this mine. Please challenge GCM, and
its shareholders (many of whom are British) to demand that they pull
out of this disastrous coal mine project before it destroys any more
lives.

Take action: send a message to GCM and demand that they pull our
of this disastrous coal mine project.
http://www.wdm.org.uk/campaigns/others/action/bangladeshminebarclays.php

Take action: send a message to GCM investor Barclays
http://www.wdm.org.uk/campaigns/others/action/bangladeshminebarclays.php

Find out more about the mining project
http://www.wdm.org.uk/campaigns/others/bangladeshmine/indepth.htm

* % * * *

N.B. Please note that Sunday 13 July is the last day for
contributions for the August Newsletter.
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This event took place at the Nottingham Bluecoat School. As | have
only been a member of the United Reformed Church since Easter
Sunday, | thought that attending this gathering might be a good time
to learn more.

The introductory session was a large screen presentation of 11
examples of school children’s artistic impressions of spirituality with
their comments. As someone now quite removed from what goes
on in schools, | was both heartened and moved by the quality and
depth of the work. From an eight year old’s painting of kites and
balloons — messages to God “like His mail” to computer graphics,
poetry and collage. A truly inspiring start to the day.

We had previously selected from a long list, a few workshops we
would like to attend. | found myself in a craft group being given
ideas for making cards. | probably could have stayed there all day
quite happily but had to move on.

My second workshop ‘spirituality’ was an in depth continuation of the
Introduction. Having discussed the young people’s ideas further,
we then played a game in small groups called Insight. Amazing
what you can learn about yourself when playing a board game about
spirituality with three other people you've never seen before! It’'s an
R.E. classroom game but the idea was you could use it at house
groups or to replace a sermon.

A very enthusiastic guy led my third workshop on ‘Prayer. He'd
brighten up anyone’s prayer life though his “How about trying this at
your church?” made us smile and raised a few eyebrows.

The closing worship contained items by some of the workshops and
a good day was had by all. | wasn'’t the oldest there and there was
a good range of ages from one push-chair occupant upwards. Lots
of people had made the effort to come a considerable distance.



