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NOT

 wild animals, they are 

domesticated descendants of the wild 

polecat, members of the 

Mustelidae

 family 

of animals

 which include the stoat, weasel, 

otter and badger.

 

 

Ferrets are kept by a wide variety of people 

either as working animals or a

s pets.  They 

range in colour from pink eyed albinos 

through increasingly darker markings to the 

polecat 

coloured 

ferret, which 

retains the 

dark mask of the wild polecat.

 

 

A working ferret is one that is used for 

flushing wild rabbits out of their burrows,

 a 

humane and environmentally acceptable 

means of pest control.

 

 

Pet ferrets can be great companions

.

 

T

hey 

play actively, especi

ally with a companion, 

and like nothing better than to rummage in 

whatever is available!  Ferrets which are 

neutered lose the st

rong musky smell and 

have no more body odour than other pets.

 

 

For whatever reason you keep ferrets the 

 

 

N.F.W.S.

 can be a sour

ce of information 

which members can consult to help them 

look after their ferrets better and work them 

properly.

 

 

The Society has many active individual 

members and affiliated clubs spread 

throughout the United Kingdom and as far 

afield as Eu

rope, U.S.A. and Australia.

 

 

The affiliated clubs and organisations 

support the objective of the N.F.W.S. (the 

name of your loca

l club may be given on the 

back of this leaflet).

 

 

Ferret clubs combine advice on the 

husbandry and welfare of ferrets, and 

information and instruction on the use of 

working ferrets, with the social activities and 

companionship associated with any club

.

 

 

There are also separate welfare and rescue 

organisations run by active members of the 

N.F.W.S. who sadly are all too often as

ked 

to help where ferrets have been neglected or 

abandoned by their keepers.

 

 

What is the ferret population of th

e 

U.K.? ...  

Who Knows? it could be as many as 

one 

million or even more

, since there are many

 

ferret keepers who do not belong to any of 

the recognised bodies.

 

 

The N.F.W.S. aims to promote responsible 

ownership.

 

....

 

Loo

k after your ferret properly and it 

will work its heart out for you or be an 

excellent companion.

 

 

At country shows and similar 

events you 

will often find a ferret show run by a local 

club or the N.F.W.S.  There may be judging 

of classes for the best albin

o, coloured or 

polecat ferret.  Or just a display of ferrets 

where knowledgeable owners are prepared 

to pass on welfare informat

ion to interested 

visitors.

 

 

Both these activities encourage improved 

welfare conditions for the ferrets.

 

 

You may also see ferr

et racing.  Ferrets are 

naturally curious and will usually find their 

way along the racing tubes, there should 

not be any persua

sion from the owner.  

Racing is used to raise funds for club or 

society.

 


