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St. John’s Community Church, Burntwood 

Love wins!     

            Sunday 21st September 2008 

BIBLE READING: MATTHEW 9:9-13 (NLT) 

The Calling of Matthew 

 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow 
me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed 
him. 

Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many 
tax collectors and "sinners" came and ate with him 
and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they 
asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with 
tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 

On hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn 
what this means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.  For I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

 

The Bible Reading for study while at Smallwood 
Manor is printed on the yellow sheet attached to 
this newsletter. 
 
The Prayer after Communion is a prayer that we 
can all pray together this weekend as we ask 
God to lead us forward in our mission to make 
Jesus known to the people of our town. 
 

___________________________________ 
 
Renewal Conference  

at Lichfield Cathedral  
Saturday 18th October 

With nationally known speakers Elaine Storkey and 
Roy Crowne, 10.30am-4.30pm.  Entry is £5 but it 
will be free for St. John’s members because we are 
helping to sponsor this event.   
Then at   
7.00 pm Saturday 18th October  

'GO2: Live it. Do it.'  
with speaker Chris Lane, and Soul Survivor  
worship band 'The Rumour.' Entrance is free. 
 

9.00am Holy Communion 
Leader & Sermon: Peter Harris 
10.30am Praise! 
Leader & Sermon: Peter Harris 
NO EVENING SERVICE  
 

 ___________________________________ 

 

Prayer for the Day 

God, our judge and saviour, 
teach us to be open to your truth 
and to trust in your love, 
that we may live each day 
with confidence in the salvation 
which is given 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

 
Prayer after Communion 

Loving heavenly Father 
through the work of your Holy Spirit  
you have made us one family 

in Jesus Christ. 
Help us to show your love to each other 

and to work together  
so that others may know 
the life-changing power 

of friendship with Jesus.  Amen.  
 
Light For Children 
Time is running out for you to get your 
presents or financial donations to Romania.  
Please get them to the team A.S.A.P. and 
make a difference to a child’s Christmas. 
 
Barnabas Fund 

The current Barnabas Fund newsletter is 
now available in the Foyer at Church.  
Please talk to our church representative, 
Carolyne Williams for more information 
about the work of this charity. 

Today’s Services in Today’s Services in Today’s Services in Today’s Services in 
BurntwoodBurntwoodBurntwoodBurntwood 

Rota for today  and prayers for this week. 
 Please see programme details for  session times at 

the Church Weekend at Smallwood Manor. 

  



St Anne’s Autumn Fayre 

St Anne’s Church, Church Street, Chasetown on 
Saturday 11th October 2.00-4.00pm.  With lots 
of stalls and a dance display by the children of 
the Inspire Dance Group. 
 

 
Prayer Requests  

Please send your email prayer requests and 
“thankyou’s”  to prayers@godspace.org.uk   
or telephone 458512.  
 

 
Monday 29th Sept 7.00 for 7.30.  

Talks on the Theological Difference between 
Islam and Christianity at Beacon International 
Centre, Anson Court, Beaconside, Stafford . 
Registration £3 with refreshments. 
 

 
Soul Survivor on Tour  

Tuesday 28th October.  7:00-9.00pm.  
Host Mike Pilavachi. A Soul Survivor mix of 
worship, teaching and ministry. £3.00 per 
person. Book early to get in via: 
www.soulsurvivor.com/uk/events/tour/
index.html. To arrange transport to 
Loughborough University Student Union, LE11 
3TU for event speak to Andrew Howard. 
 

 
Take part in a Musical in a day 

Chasetown Methodist Church on Saturday 4th 
October 10.30-4.30pm.  An opportunity for you 
to sing in the choir or play an instrument (grade 
5 or above) and then take part in the production 
on the following day.  For more information 
please see the poster in the Foyer. 
 

 

Black Country Night Out Thursday 25th 
September @ Grace International Centre. 

Leamore lane, Walsall. Doors open 6.30 for a 
7.30pm start. Tickets £12.00  
 

 
Salsa Evening 

27th September, 7.15pm 

Rising brook Baptist Church 
£5, bring your own drinks 
Buy tickets from Beckie Cotton 07703043773 

What’s on at the Church in the High Street 
Monday 22nd   

09.30am   Staff Prayers 
11.30am    WRVS Lunch Club 
Tuesday 23rd 

19.30  W.I. Beetle Drive & Quiz 
Wednesday 24th    
10.00am   Holy Communion 
19.30pm  Pathway AGM 
19.30pm  Youth Group 
Thursday 25th 
09.15am  Little Friends 
19.00pm  An Evening with Carl Chinn 
Friday 26th  
10.00am  Pathway—Life coaching 
16.30pm  YPC  
Saturday 27th 
07.30pm  Prayer Meeting 
09.00am  Real Group Leaders Breakfast 
09.30am  Warden’s Surgery 
   ———————- 
 

Sunday 28th September 2008 
Warden: George Green & Maggie Nevill 
Reading Matthew 21.23-32 

09.00am Holy Communion                        
Leader & Sermon: Duncan Leake   Music: Peter Howard  
10.30am Praise! 

Leader: Bill Humphries  Sermon: Duncan Leake 
Music: Sylvia Done Team:A 
4.30pm FamilyTime  

 

 

 
Lost Property 
Lost property can be viewed on a table in the 
Foyer at Church.  Could you please check to 
see if any items belong to you—some have 
been there a while!  If items are not claimed by 
12th October they will be disposed of. 
 
Wardens Surgery 

Paul Aplin or Andy Pointon  will be available to 
meet at Church between 9.30-10.00am on the 
last Saturday of this month.  
There will not be any need to book a time just 
come along for a chat about anything to do with 
the life of the church, in the meeting room on 
the following Saturdays: 
27th September 2008, 25th October 2008 
29th November 2008 (in Vestry),  
31st January 2009 
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All of this information,  and much more, is on 
our website which is updated every week. 

Rotas and EventsRotas and EventsRotas and EventsRotas and Events 

THE PARISH OFFICE, 39 Ironstone Road, Chase Terrace, Burntwood, WS7 1LX       OPENING HOURS:   
MON. 10:30 - 12:30 pm, TUE. 9:00 - 12:00 pm,  WED. 5:30 - 8:15 pm , THU. (Closed), FRI. 9:00 - 12:15pm 



NOTES 
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St. John’s Community Church, Burntwood 

Love wins!     
Life in the Spirit          Church Weekend at Smallwood Manor   

ROMANS 8  is our bible passage during the 
Church Weekend at Smallwood Manor. 
1 So now there is no condemnation for those who 

belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong 
to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has 
freed you from the power of sin that leads to 

death. 3 The law of Moses was unable to save us 
because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So 

God did what the law could not do. He sent his 
own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners 

have. And in that body God declared an end to 
sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a 

sacrifice for our sins. 4 He did this so that the just 
requirement of the law would be fully satisfied 

for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but 

instead follow the Spirit. 

 5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature 

think about sinful things, but those who are 
controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things 

that please the Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful 
nature control your mind leads to death. But 

letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life 
and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always 

hostile to God. It never did obey God’s laws, and 
it never will. 8 That’s why those who are still 
under the control of their sinful nature can never 

please God. 

 9 But you are not controlled by your sinful 

nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you 
have the Spirit of God living in you. (And 

remember that those who do not have the 

Spirit of Christ living in them do not 
belong to him at all.) 10 And Christ lives 

within you, so even though your body will 
die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life  

because you have been made right with 
God. 11 The Spirit of God, who raised 

Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just 
as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, 
he will give life to your mortal bodies by 

this same Spirit living within you. 

 12 Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, 

you have no obligation to do what your 
sinful nature urges you to do. 13 For if you 
live by its dictates, you will die. But if 

through the power of the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of your sinful nature, you 

will live. 14 For all who are led by the 

Spirit of God are children of God. 

 15 So you have not received a spirit that 

makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you 
received God’s Spirit when he adopted you 

as his own children. Now we call him, 
“Abba, Father.” 16 For his Spirit joins with 

our spirit to affirm that we are God’s 
children. 17 And since we are his children, 

we are his heirs. In fact, together with 
Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if 

we are to share his glory, we must also 

share his suffering. 

  



 18 Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. 19 For all 

creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children really are. 
20 Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, 21 the 

creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death 
and decay. 22 For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 

up to the present time. 23 And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit 
within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and 

suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his 
adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us. 24 We were given this hope 
when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to hope for it. 25 But if we 

look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently.) 

 26 And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants 

us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 
27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for 
us believers in harmony with God’s own will. 28 And we know that God causes everything to 

work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for 
them. 29 For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that 

his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And having chosen them, he 
called them to come to him. And having called them, he gave them right standing with himself. 

And having given them right standing, he gave them his glory. 

 31 What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be 
against us? 32 Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also 

give us everything else? 33 Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—
for God himself has given us right standing with himself. 34 Who then will condemn us? No 

one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of 

honour at God’s right hand, pleading for us. 

 35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we 

have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened 
with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being 

slaughtered like sheep.”) 37 No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through 
Christ, who loved us. 38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 

Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries 
about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in 

the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

NOTES 


