Dear Post bag,

Labour Parlianmentary candi date Sarah McCarthy-Fry who chaired the committee that
agreed the Portsnouth incinerator deal shows an astoni shing anmount of naivety.
She said: "When we put the incinerator out to tender, we asked for a sinple box
to conpare prices and agreed to help pay for inprovenents to its | ook and
enevironmental quality." That agreenent to pay for inprovenents was conpletely
open-ended and now the council is facing a £3mbill this year instead of the £1m
invoice it expected. This was a basic error in contractual arrangenents.

I hope the civil servants negotiating the £1bn contract for a private conpany to
build and run the QA "super-hospital” do nake any m stakes, but | think they
wi Il be hard-pressed to forsee every circunstance that may ari se over the 30-
year life of the contract and to insert the necessary clauses into the
agreement. If they don't nanage to perfect the art of crystal ball gazing, tax-
payers coul d agai n be faci ng unexpected bills.

The NHS is | ooking at £500m of debt for 2004-05, yet it has allowed the
country's first Private Finance Initiative hospital in Dartford to nake £37m
profit, profit that should be in the NHS and being used to treat patients. The
Li b-Dens are getting behind Private Finance Initiatives and a G een vote is
needed to reverse this trend.
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