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Algilez
International Language

The Algilez Grammar

The main features of Algilez:

1 Algilez follows the word order convention of English, Chinese etc (i.e. Subject, Verb, Object) but with a
simpler grammar and vocabulary.

1 The vocabulary is based on ‘condensed' English, providing maximum familiarisation for those people who

have some knowledge of English as a first or second language and short simple words to learn for those

who don't.

The whole vocabulary is logically categorised by the meaning of the words.

There is a single meaning for each word.

Words are pronounced as they are spelt.

= =4 =a -

The grammar is 'logical’, in that qualifiers (adjectives & adverbs) follow the word they are qualifying,

enabling the listener to begin to understand the meaning of each sentence as it is spoken or read, rather

than having to wait until the end.

1 International conventions for numbers and Latin based plant & animal genus names are retained (but
transcribed into phonetic Algilez words).

1 The optional Algilez alphabet, using a single symbol matched to each sound, overcomes many of the

difficulties associated with the well used, but far from uniform, Roman alphabet.

© Copyright Alan Giles 1999
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1 Introduction

1.1 International Conventions

No auxiliary language can really be started on a clean sheet of paper. There are already too many international
conventions that are so well established that it would be impossibly disruptive to change them (e.g. a decimal
number system written in descending figures from left to right, a Latin based genus naming system for animals and
plants etc, both of which are retained in Algilez). However, there are other aspects, such as the use of a new
alphabet, that would rapidly repay the investment of time needed to learn it by elimination of the confusion resulting
from the multiple sounds possible for conventional Roman letters. An optional alphabet has been produced for

Algilez. See Algil ez Alphabet for further details.

1.2 This Grammar Guide

This grammar guide provides the full grammatical rules for Algilez. There are numerous examples in each of the
sections, which should help provide easier comparisons and understanding than just from the vocabulary alone.
Many of the things we say, the questions we ask, etc. are done in a way that reflects not only our language but also
our culture. Algilez does not (yet) have a culture and consequently can be used to express the core meanings
intended, without unnecessary words. In many languages (including English) these additional words are often
included for the sake of politeness. For native speakers it would sound very abrupt and impolite to omit them. In

Algilez, things can still be said in a polite form but often using less words than native languages.

1.3 Further Information
For information about the specification of Algilez and the Rules of Algilez see Information .
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2 Pronunciation

Algilez Alphabet Pronunciation

11 September 2009

Three of the normal Roman alphabet letters are given their own consonant sounds. 'c'is pronounced 'ch' (as in

cheddar) and X' is pronounced 'sh’ (as in shed). The 6 t sbuind in English and other languages is not used in

Algilez but the letter @dis reserved for that sound where it is needed in proper names etc which may be used in

Algilez.

Algilez also has two new vowels added to the Roman alphabet. The first is & pronounced as in far. The second is

@ pronounced as in fort.

Symbol | Symbol Symbol Name Symbol | Symbol Symbol Name
Pronunciation Pronunciation
a a(n) (asin far) a(n m m (as in met). Also me
the word for "I" or 'me’
[%) o(r) (as in fort) o(r) n n (as in net) ne
a a (asin cat) a (asin cat) 0 o (as in hot) o (as in hot)
b b (as in bed) be p p (as in pet) pe
c ch (as in cheddar) che q the (as in thespian) the
[not used]
d d (as in den) de r r (as in red) re
e e (as in bet) e (as in bet) S s (as in set) se
f f (as in fen) fe t t (as in ten) te
g g (asin get) ge u 00 (as in chute) 00
h h (as in hem) he Y v (as in vet) ve
i ee (as in beet) ee (as in beet) w w (as in wet) we (as in wet)
Also the word for
‘and'.
j j (asin jet) je X sh (as in shed) she (as in shed)
k k (as in kettle). Also | ke y y (as in yet) ye
initial question mark Also the word for 'yes'.
)
I | (as in let) le z z (as in zebra) ze
2.2 Grammatical & Punctuation Symbols
( lefus Symbol for left bracket
) retus Symbol for right bracket
pous Symbol for quoted speech mark
f gipo Symbol for beginning of quoted speech mark
0 finpo Symbol for end of quoted speech mark
fin Symbol for end of sentence mark (full stop/period)
, l&lpo Symbol for pause, comma
2.3 International Phonetic Alphabet
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VOWELS

Front Central Back

Cloejlq y———tq#——Wy U

LY @]

Closemid CR@——940——Y ¢ 0
9 a

Open-mid £ (I:—B\G-—-A $ D
:E.B 0

Open aa (Ei—ﬁﬂ' D

This vowel chart is copied from the

International Phonetic Alphabet

Five of the Algilez vowels are also
found in Spanish and Japanese:

i,e a,@,u

The remaining two, a & o0 are
existing vowels found in English

Received Pronunciation.

The 7 vowels chosen give a wider
vocabulary range than just using 5
vowels. The main omission from
English is the 'short u' found in cut &
cup, which would be in the position

shown by *.

Algilez has 7 vowels and some examples of pronunciation are listed below. Vowel pronunciations in English vary

enormously due to different accents. The examples chosen are most likely to be pronounced the same way,

regardless of accent but this is not guaranteed!

The vowel names are the same as their pronunciations.

a as in: fat, cat, bat, sat, clarify, classical, Patrick

e as in: bed, fed, get, bet, met, better

i as in: feet, meet, beat, sheep, cheap, Fiji

0 as in: modify, occupy, Sharon,t he f i r st

care is needed. (Try it with a British accent!)

The North American accent tends more towards the 'a' sound here, so some

paolkt of the

u as in: tool, fool, pool, cool, who, root

as in: car, far, bar, star, mark

an

[4] as in: order, fort, cord, porter, broad,

See also Section 4.6 in Vocabulary for additional information about word pronunciation.
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3 Word Order

3.1 Subject -Verb-Direct Object -Preposition -Indirect Object

There are many different ways in which sentences can be ordered which still give the same meaning. Only two
ways should normally be used. The remainder, although grammatically possible, should only be used for 'poetic'
reasons or reasons of emphasis. (See 21 Alternative Word Orders for further examples).

3.2 Normal word order, Subject -Verb-Object, 'Activ e' Subject:

The old woman quickly gave a big fish to her two little cats
peel ajoma 0goz spidoma piskis ema u du filis eta avel
S Va D-O P I-O

Subject Verb (active) Direct Object Preposition Indirect Object

3.3 Alternative word order, 'Passive’ Subject .

Modify verb with ‘ad' prefix :

a big fish was quickly given by the old woman to her two little cats
piskis ema adogoz spidoma peel ajoma u du filis eta avel
S Verb (passive) D-O P I-O

34 Adjectives & Adverbs
Adjectives (using an 'a’ suffix) always follow nouns.

Adverbs (using an 'a’ suffix) always follow verbs.

35 Prepositions & Conjunctions
A preposition or conjunction is always required before an Indirect Object or before a subject which is both non-

active & non-passive, to avoid misunderstanding. Examples below :

3.6 Word Order Guidance i normal sentence
In English although it is possible to say 'Ann gave him the ball’, the sentence is illogical because Ann did not give
'him’, she gave 'the ball'. In Algilez the normal word order is 'Ann gave the ball to him'. The formula being:
1 Who/what is the Subject of the sentence?  Ann An
91 Did the subject do something (active) or Active
have something done to it (passive)?
I What did Subject do? gave 0goz
‘gave' is therefore the verb
9 If the Subject did nothing (i.e. is neither
active nor passive) then a preposition is

required

Does verb require Object yes

What was acted upon by the verb? I.e. the ball bal
the direct object? was given, not 'him".

Is there an Indirect Object Yes (preposition required)

What preposition goes with verb 'gave'? to(or6fr omo) u
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1 Who/what is Indirect Object him il
1 Ann gave the ball to him An ogoz bgl u il

3.7 Word Order Guidance 1 passive object
We can make 'the ball' the Subject of the sentence e.qg.:
The ball was given by Ann to him
Who/what is the Subject of the sentence? the ball bol
1 Is Subject active, passive or neither? Passive, therefore use 'ad'
before verb

1 What is the verb was given by adogoz

1 What is the Direct Object? Ann An

9 Is there an Indirect Object yes (preposition required)

1 What preposition goes with verb to u

1 Who/what is Indirect Object him il

1 The ball was given by Ann to him bgl adogoz An u il bgl adogoz An u il

3.8 Word Order Guidance 1 passive subject
This formula will work with all sentences e.g.: dde was given the ballby Ann6, wher e the subject o0
1 Who/what is the Subject of the sentence?  He/Him il
1 What did Subject do? Nothing! Ann 'gave' & the ball
‘'was given'
1 s Subject active, passive or neither? If neither

neither then it requires a preposition.

1 Preposition required for Subject to u
1 What is the verb was given adogoz
1 Does verb require Object yes
1 What is the Direct Object? the ball bal
1 Is there an Indirect Object yes, preposition is therefore
required
1 If the Indirect Object did the action of the by ad
verb then the preposition is 'ad’ (by T think
of it ag 6édone bybo
Who/what is Indirect Object Ann An
He was given the ball by Ann To him was given the ball by u il adogoz bgl ad An

Ann
Note: This form is 'grammatically correct' but its use is not recommended
The above examples may appear rather complicated but all that has been done is to simply follow a logical set of
rules, which is the same process done instinctively every time you speak or write a sentence in your native

language. For further word order examples see 21 Alternative Word Orders .

3.9 Other Word Order Examples
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1 There were many dogs in the park Om kanis boz e pak
(Many dogs were in the park)
9 There will be more men than women there mu peil kom peel buz de

(More men than women will be there)

1 1t s | thatykuge early. gudcéna fi yu bez ozete
1 The husband | don't know but | often see his me noakwez nupil, opre me siz omfea nupel avil
wife.

(I don't know the husband but | often see his wife)

3.10 Sentence Structure

A sentence (statement/utterance) may consist of

1 Asingle noun (e.g. an exclamation) Car. Mary. Kar. Meri.
1 A single adjective (e.g. a comment) Beautiful! Old Bela! Ajoma
1 Asingle verb (e.g. imperative/order) Sit! Sitez!
1 Asingle adverb (e.g. answer to question) Fast Spidoma
1 A single preposition/conjunction Over Bov
1 Any combination of one or more of the above
e.g.
1 Noun and verb Mary arrived Meri finjoz
1 Noun and adjective Beautiful Mary Meri bela
1 Verb and adverb Run fast Ré&nez spidoma

Combinations of words should follow the standard Subject Verb Object layout.

Note however that if the meaning of the statement or phrase is clear, then it may not be necessary to include every

grammatical elementi in otherwords,if it makes sense with@ustasinEnglish) b t hen t
E.g. How far is it from home to the farm? K je bez dis 0 xo u fam
How far from home to the farm? K dis 0 xo u fam

4 Vocabulary

4.1 Classification
Algilez is classified into approximately 1000 main classes of meaning. The classification is based on those used by
Peter Roget in his Thesaurus. Each main heading of meaning is numbered. Sub headings and individual words

are shown by additional letters to a maximum of 3 digits and 3 letters e.g.:

Roget Number English Algilez Root Word
Olla consanguinity, kinship ken r

011b kinsman kenpe

O0llba uncle/aunt onk r

011bb uncle onkil

011bc aunt onkel

011bd cousin kos r
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0llc family fam r
Ollca mother parel
Ollcaa mum (mother) ma r
Ollcab grandmother parparel
0llcb father paril
Ollcba dad péa r
0llcbb grandfather parpdril
O0llcc child cu r2
Olilcca son cuil
Ollccb daughter cuel
Ollce sibling sib r
Ollcea brother sibil
Ollceb sister sibel
0l11id race, people peg r
0llda tribe fampeg

Note: r2 & r3 denotes that the root may appear under more than one Roget classification. The words are still

uni que with a single meaning but the Rogetcut | @clsiilfd) adppm
under Roget 011cc, Consanguinity, Kinship and also under 170b, Posterity.

Main heading words are not all necessarily root words, but may be compound words consisting of combinations of

two or more root words (e.g. 017a below). This is used particularly when forming opposites, negatives etc to the

root word.
0l6a Uniformity venex (ven-ex)
016b even, uniform ven r
017a Non-uniformity opvenex (op-ven-ex)
018a Similarity, resemblance, seem, take after  sim r
4.2 International Standards

A large number of words used today are already of an ‘International’ standard. These relate mainly to the genus
names for plants and animals. Although the English words for most domestic and farm animals are short and
simple (e.g. cat, dog, cow, pig etc), once we go beyond those (rhinoceros, reindeer) there is little difference
between the length of the English and the genus name. It therefore makes sense to continue with the international
convention for such names (e.g. cat, filis; dog, kanis) rather than to use a mixture of the shorter English words and

genus names for the others. A similar argument applies to plant names.

The same principle applies to words for countries, p e 0 p hagéssplace names and currencies. Native language
names for those items are used in Algilez. E.g. Moscow will be pronounced as it is in Russian - Moskva, Paris will

be Pari and Rome will be Roma. (See Section 19, Countries, Peoples and Languages ).

4.3 Condensed English

Algilez uses words derived from English but which have been ‘condensed' down to the minimum possible number
of letters or syllables in order to simplify learning. English is the most common second language in the world and
therefore there is the comfort of some degree of familiarity with many of the words used for the maximum number

of people. All words in Algilez are spelt phonetically, hence it will be the sounds of the words rather than the
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spellings that will be familiar. For those people who are unfamiliar with English then the short words will ease the

learning process.

For example, the Al giyju@dButwioatdbd r foorg wn it \he rt hiet Enigd i 8h wor d
The Englishwordouni veasi 6yéyl |l abl es. Uni i greneésiandglye deséea. g o0
usually means a few rhyming lines from a poem;t o get h er unihees§d meamingrthe whole of creation; Sity
(city) is a large town. Put them all together and you ¢
This is a simple illustration of the unnecessary complication of some English words. Probably the majority of native

English speakers would not even realize its complexity. However if you multiply this example by thousands of

others, it all adds up to additional learning and understanding time for people learning English as a second

language.

Hencethe Al gi lyené svbod!| 6 be sufficiently famili arandhopefpllgopl e
less confusing to anyone trying to find any logic or common basis for the origin of the word!

4.4 Root Words

Most root words are single syllable and generally have up to four letters. They are based as near as possible to
existing English words, although some of them may be less easy than others to recognise. The link to the original
English word may be remote in some cases, or a non-English word used, due to the preferred word already being

taken. See Algilez Vocabulary Notes for further comments on the reasons behind the choice of vocabulary.

Roget English Algilez Notes

265a move/disturb m There are 25 one-letter root words

228hb shoe Xu There are about 150 two-letter root words

561b name nam There are about 1000 three-letter root
words

127c tradition trad There are about 400 four-letter root words

797aaa dollar ($) dolar There are about 35 with five-letters or
more

Root words are the fundamental building blocks of the language. Root words are generally (but not always) based
on the abstract nouns. From the root words are derived tangible nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs and

prepositions. Root words are combined together to form compound words (see 5.8 below).

An example of a root noun is 'bel', meaning beauty (an abstract noun). To this root we add a verbal suffix to create
the verb 'beliz', meaning 'to beautify'. We can also add an adjective suffix 'a’ to make 'bela’ e.g. '‘peel bela' (a
beautiful woman). The same affix 'a’' can also make an adverb e.g. 'pentoz bela' (beautifully painted). Note that a

‘qualifying’ word following a noun will always be an adjective and one following a verb will always be an adverb.

4.4 Single letter r oot words
The most common root words consist of single letter roots e.g.:
Meaning Examples

a Adjective/adverb suffix Beautiful bela
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b Being, existence, is | am Me bez
c Saying She said El coz
d Doing He will do il duz
e At, now, this time/place presently eza
f Thinking | thought me foz
g Giving, getting, receiving give that ogez xe
h Hearing Did you hear? K yu hoz
i Plural, continuous We were running mi rénioz
j Journeying, travelling, going | went to school me joz u skul
k Questions What is that? K ti bez ce
I Listening Listen to the sea lez mer
m Movement Hedés not r1ilnomiez
n Knowing | didn &mow that Me no noz fi
o From place, time or person From me to you 0 me uyu
p Speaking Speak louder pez ludmua
q 0 t sbuid John Smith Jon Smiq
r Looking, observing Look at this rez xe
S Seeing, noticing Did you see that? Kyu soz ce
t Getting, acquiring, take | 61 1 get ¢metuzbik
u To place, time or person to the house u hus
\ Having, possessing He has a car il vez kar
w And, addition, also You and me yu we me
X Dwelling, living at, home | live there me xez de
y by, using, with He used a cup il yoz kep
z Verb suffix I am me bez

The above roots are never used alone, they will always have an additional letter or letters to make them into a

noun, adjective, verb or adverb e.g.: §6- Journeying, travelling, going

to travel jiz

| went yesterday me joz ozde
a journey jo

Come herel! jez he

4.5 Vowel & Consonant Clusters
Double vowel clusters (known as diphthongs) and double & triple consonant clusters are kept to a minimum. This
is in order to avoid confusion between different root words as much as possible, as well as to reduce pronunciation

difficulties.

4.6 Pronunciation and sylable stress

There is no necessity for stress on any particular syllable in Algilez words. . However it is important that individual
roots are pronounced clearly and separately to avoid confusion. Root words have been chosen to avoid alternative
meanings as much as possible when they are combined but it will still occur from time to time. The context should

help avoid misunderstandings. Occasionally it may help with some compound words if the 6 m irabtds stressed, in
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order to avoid confusion. . Pronunciation should otherwise generally follow that of the French language where
there is normally equal stress on each syllable

E.g. relidbuk (reference book) is made of roots rel-id-buk. Pronunciation should be  relid buk, not relid-
buk.

4.7 Algilez Vocabulary

The Algilez Vocabulary has a separate web page. It consists of the complete Algilez word list categorised by
Roget reference number. The complete wordlist can be copied from the web page onto any spread sheet and then
re-sorted into alphabetical order of English or Algilez words as required.

Any alphabetical search of the word list should allow for the fact that more than one English word may be covered
by a single Algilez word and that a single English word will almost certainly have multiple meanings and therefore
be covered by more than one Algilez word.

Roget English Algilez

013a same, identity, as, as if, like, likewise am
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5 Nouns

5.1 General Rules & Kinds of Noun
Most (but not all) root words are nouns. These may be:

Proper nouns (names of people or places etc) Tom, London etc.
Proper nouns remain unchanged from their original language but due to the Algilez alphabet, the spelling is always
phonetic. Words for countries, p e 0 p haméssplace names and currencies are always the native language
names for those items, using phonetic Algilez spelling. E.g. Moscow will be pronounced as it is in Russian,
Moskva. Similarly for Paris and Rome etc.

Moscow, Paris, Rome, John, Pierre Moskva, Pari, Roma, Jon, Pier
Common nouns (things) dog, bed, book etc
Abstract nouns happiness, ownership etc

5.2 Affixes can be added to any word:

1 dog, pack of dogs kanis, kanisag (ag - suffix meaning 'group of")

1 happiness, a happy man hap, peil hapa (a - adjective suffix)

1 unhappiness ophap (op - prefix meaning 'opposite of')
1 typing, typist, female typist tip, tipar, tiparel (ar 1 suffix meaning professional)

(el 7 suffix meaning female)

5.3 Turning Root Words into nouns
In some cases the root word may be a preposition or verb root, in which case the suffix ‘o' is required to turn it into
a noun.

9 during, duration dur, duro

1 togo (travel), a journey i, jo

5.4 A noun (Tom) can function as:

The subject of a verb: Tom arrived Tom finjoz
The object of a verb: | saw Tom me soz Tom
The object of a preposition(i.e. indirect | spoke to Tom me poz u Tom

object of a sentence)

The possessive case Tom's books buki av Tom

5.5 Plurals

Add suffix 'i' to the word. If the noun is clearly plural (e.g. with a preceding number) then the 'i' can be omitted.

1 book, books buk, buki
1 Father, two Fathers paril, du paril
1 These cars are mine. xei kér bez meva (xe kéri bez av me)

Note: xei kar, xe kari and xei kari all have the same meaning (these cars).

Agreement between demonstrative (this/these, that/those is not necessary)
5.6 Pronouns
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I, me me
you(single) yu
he il
she el
he/she ul
it ol
reflexive/self su

we (not incl. you)
we (including you)
you(plural)
they(male)
they(female)

they (people)

they (not people)
they

themselves

each other

(Refers to previous subject noun or pronoun)

Examples:
1 We drank our beer and you drank your tea
1 We drank our beer and you drank your tea
Note: avmi & miva have identical meanings, see 6.3
They say that you are unhappy
He saw himself in the mirror
Tom gave Peter his drink (Tom's drink)
Tom gave Peter his drink (Peter's drink)

Peter was given his drink by Tom (Peter's drink)

=A =4 =4 =2 4 -4

Peter was given his drink by Tom (Tom's drink)

5.7 dti s6, O6that isd6, O6this i

In these examples, which are very common in English,t h e

11 September 2009

mi
wi
yi
ili
eli
uli

oli

su(i)

icdui

mi ikoz bir avmi we yi ikoz ca avyi

mi ikoz bir miva we yi ikoz ca yiva

uli (pe) cez fi yu bez ophapa

il soz su in mir@r

Tom ogoz ik avsu u Piter

Tom ogoz ik avil u Piter

Piter adugoz ik avsu da Tom

Piter adugoz ik avil da Tom

sb6 etc.

withis/thattd iaf t en refer s

t o

S omet

granted but never mentiitohnee dbiet.06g .i siThathosl te ei bst ldhgadi wnai gnigt 66 e

distance etc. Generally:

If there is a tangible noun of some kind thatis not mentioned (the weather, the
di stance, the tiohe a4 ci)n Erheglni

9 ltis raining.

T Thatds a | ong way

If there is a nintangible nounor a phr ase

similar to 6itdishotdnoun.l ari fi es

 That's a shame

I n this case 6thatdé might ref

or a situation that was previously mentioned.

uks e 06
Ol rinez.

Ce bez dis oma

r ef efrébr, e dvhti @ ht

t hat

Fi bez gretexa

If the item referred to is mentioned later in the sentence then it is better to

reversethesent ence and avoid the 060itdé altoget

9 itis cold outside (outside is cold)

5.8 Noun Affixes

Virtually any words can be merged to form new compound words.
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Affix ~ Type and Meaning Algilez
ar profession of root
art, artist, type, typist at, atar, tip, tipar
ok effect, result, outcome of root
safety, preservation saf, safgk
ar tool
cut, knife, lock, key kut, kutar, lok, lokar
a of, made from, quality, adjective
redness, red car red, kar reda
ag assemblage, grouping
ship, convoy Xip, Xipag
cattle, herd bovis, bovisag
as place, site, point
film (movie), cinema muv, muvas
at fraction, part
two, half; ten, tenth, snow, snowflake du, duat, ax, axat, sno, snoat
bad badness
breeding, ill-breeding brid, badbrid
cu child/offspring
son, daughter cuil, cuel
el she, her, female
woman, sportswoman peel, spatel
em largeness in size
house, mansion hus, husem
Note: a large house, a small mansion hus ema, husem eta
et diminutive in size
house, cabin/hut hus, huset
Note: a small house (cottage), a large hut  hus eta, huset ema
ex character, quality, tone
friend, friendship fren, frenex
fe frequency, occasion
two, twice, again du, dufe, wufe
fu plenitude, fullness
water, flooded wgt, wgtfua
id action resulting from
separateness, separation/parting sep, sepid
music, concert mus, musid
ij remoteness in past time
primitive man ijpe
il he, him, male
man, male artist peil, artaril
je guantity of, amount of
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cup, cupful
ju young
dog, puppy
boy, girl
ko cause

disease, infection
oc inferiority
bungling typist
od product of the root
wool, woollens
cattle, beef
wit, witticism
paint, painting
op opposite
similarity, dissimilarity
OX doctrine, study of
Catholicism, aeronautics
0z former, previous; past tense
former (ex) husband, ex-wife
I went, I ran
pe person
villager
rich, rich person,
po speech, language
English, German
i object, thing
height, high structure
trade, merchandise
te time
leisure, holiday
uc wickedness, depravity
scoundrel, slut
us receptacle, container
money, purse
uz intended, future; future tense
wife, fiancée

I will go, I will run

5.9 Compound Words

- Grammar

kep, kepje

kanis, kanisju

juil, juel

Zis, ziskg
tip&roc

wul, wulod
bovis, bovisod
wit, witod
pent, pentod
sim, opsim

katolikox, flitox

oznupil, oznupel

me joz, me ranoz

viletpe

ric, ricpe
englandpo, doicpo

het, hetti
trid, tridti

les, leste
peiluc, peeluc
kax, kaxus

nupel, uznupel

me juz, me rénuz

11 September 2009

Normally a 'headword' will always precedes any words which qualify it. However in the case of compound words,

the root words are usually of equal importance. Generally the ‘tangible’ noun root will come last, since it is often

qualifying the preceding word e.g.
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olive oil, red oil ol oliva, @l reda

In the above 'olive’ and 'red' qualify the word 'oil'.

However if we consider : baby oil, engine oil, cooking oil then the grammatical meaning is quite different. The word
‘oil' is qualifying the words baby, engine and cooking, i.e. an oil for the purpose of applying to babies, for the

purpose of adding to engines and for the purpose of cooking.

In Algilez they are not translated as gl-baba;-gl-meta-gl-kuka but instead made into compound words babgl, motal,
kukgl. Note that 'glbaba’ would imply oil made from babies! Hence the production of a new compound word

'babgl' etc. This then enables the new compound words to be qualified themselves in the normal way e.g.

expensive baby oil babgl prisoma
red engine oil motgl reda
hot cooking oll kukgl hitoma

Examples of compound words

1 Love, a lover, a loved one lov, lovpe, adlovpe
1 To buy, buyer, past buyer, future buyer utridiz, utridar, ozutridar, uzutridar
1 Selling, seller, future seller otrid, otridar, uzotridar
1 Day, month, Wednesday, May de, mon, Dewed, Monfav
1 Perimeter, to surround, surroundings rim, rimiz, rimas
1 The horribly red car kér, reda opplesa
(the car painted a horrible red) or kér opplesreda

5.10 Gender & Family
A root noun will can have the suffix 'il' or 'el' to denote male or female and 'cu’ (child/offspring) or 'ju’ (young)' as

appropriate. 'pe' denotes a person of either sex.

1 Cattle, bull, cow, cows, calf bovisi, bovisil, bovisel, boviseli, bovisju
1 Boy, girl, child (youngster) juil, juel, jupe

1 Parent, parents, father, mother, mothers par, pari, paril, parel, pareli

1 Uncle, aunts, cousins (male/female etc) onkil, onkeli, kosi (kosil, kosel etc)
91 Brother, sisters, children, sons, daughters sibil, sibeli, cui, cuili, cueli

1 Marriage, spouse, husband, wife nup, nuppe, nupil, nupel

i1 father-in-law, stepdaughter nupparil, cuel nuppea

1 grandfather, great-grandfather parpéril, ijparparil

I grandson, great-grandson cucuil, ijcucuil

1 1 got married last week me adnupoz ozwik

1 This is my brother-in-law xe bez nupsibil av me

6 Adjectives

6.1 Quality (suffix 'a’, follows noun)

Page 21 of 65



Algilez International Language - Grammar 11 September 2009

1 My old red book buk ajoma reda av me

1 baby all, olive oil babgl, gl oliva

6.2 Active/Participles (suffix 'a’, follows noun)

For an 'active' adjective (using verbal infinitive form), add suffix 'a’, as a normal adjective.

1  You will see a running man yu suz peil raniza
1 Isaw afallen tree, me soz tre fgloza

1 Isaw afalling tree me soz tre fgliza

1 | saw Peter, running me soz Piter ré@niza
1 flower, floral, flowering flur, flura, fluriza

6.3 Possessive

Conjunction 'av', precedes noun or, suffix 'va' follows noun - both forms have identical meaning.

Thevbo option is easier to understand when THe&finéiveaerbe O6nes:

forvimb 6can also be used to mean o6with/ possumyizxamg/ cont ai ni
my av me or meva our (not you) av mi or miva

our (Including you) av wi or wiva

your (singular)  av yu or yuva your (plural) av yi or yiva
his av il orilva their (male) av ili or iliva
her av el or elva their (female) av eli or eliva
his/hers av ul or ulva their (either) av uli or uliva
its av ol or olva their (non-human) av oli or oliva
itself av su or suva themselves av sui or suiva
6.4 Examples, i ncluding édnestedd possessives
My book, their cars buk meva, kéri uliva
The car is his kar bez avil. kar bez ilva.
Give the dog its food. ogez fud olva u kanis
Note: the exact meaning is or
Givetot he dog its food, nogezukanisfudav ol
The red car seat (the red seat of the car) sito reda av kar / sito reda karva
The red car seat (the seat of the red car) sito av kar reda / sito kérva reda
The old man's, young dog's, hew bone bon nua, av kanis ajota, av peil

(the new bone of the young dog of the old man) ajoma

Room with a view Rum viz adso
Room with a shower Rum viz xaw
6.5 More precise use of words in Algilez
English expressions such as 6Tombs b oolksteadofgustusingdek a vari

TomadAlgilez is more precise:-
ab / ba concerning, regarding, about
Tom's book (book about Tom) buk ab Tom buk Tomba
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ad / da done by / by
The bread was cut yesterday by Tom  bred adkutoz ozde ad Tom

Tombés book (writt e¢bukadTom/buk Tomda

(buk adgfoz Tom)
Tomob6 s (haneby Tom) buk ad Tom / buk Tomda
(buk adodoz Tom)
I'n both cases of 6Tombés bookd above, if

talking about makers or authors) then the da/ad versions are acceptable. The

versions in brackets are more precise.

av/va owned by, possessing, with
T o mbosk (owned by Tom) buk av Tom / buk Tomva
(buk advez Tom)
ay/ya applied by, used by, with 6 a ig pronounced as if you

were saying @ yakd
Tom's book (the book used by Tom)  buk ay Tom / buk Tomya
(buk adyiz Tom)
Note also:  with, using, by means of (i.e. as a tool, not as an agent doing the

yiz action)
went by train, will cut with knife joz yiz trin, kutuz yiz kutgr
she covered the table with a cloth el kovez tab yiz klof

6.6 Comparative (suffix or prepos ition)
The expressions follow the normal degrees of positive, comparative (i.e. bigger, better etc) and superlative (best,

biggest etc) using either suffixes or prepositions. These can be used for both adjectives and adverbs (using 'a’

suffix).
Base word Positive Comparative mu Positive Superlative um
good guda better gudmua best guduma
bad bada worse badmua worst baduma

In addition there are 'Negative' (i.e. smaller, lesser) comparatives.

Base word Negative Comparative tu Negative Superlati ve ut
good guda less good gudtua least good guduta
bad bada less bad badtua least bad baduta

Note that some Algilez words use a 'neutral’ root word which first needs to be modified in order to form the base

word. This modification is done with ‘om' for more/greater and 'ot' for less/smaller e.qg.

Neutral Root  More / greater Less / smaller
speed, velocity  spid fast spidoma slow spidota
height het tall hetoma short hetota
duration dur ages duroma moments  durota

However the comparatives can still be used with the neutral roots in most cases, which avoids multiple affixes.

Comparative Superlative
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faster spidmua fastest spiduma
slower spidtua slowest spiduta

Note also

As in English, comparatives and superlatives can be used as both suffixes and prepositions:
(1) Mary is more beautiful than Ann Meri bez mu bela kom An

(2) Mary is beautifuler than Ann Meri bez belmua kom An

(1) Pam is the most beautiful Pam bez um bela

(2) Pam is the beautifulest Pam bez beluma

The meaning of (1) is identical to (2) but in Algilez both forms are also grammatically correct!

This arrangement allows for a variety of meanings to be expressed e.g.

fast, faster, fastest spidoma, spidmua, spiduma
least fast, less faster, more faster spidomuta, tu spidmua, mu spidmua
slow, slower, slowest spidota, spidtua, spiduta

least slow, less slower, more slower spidotuta, tu spidtua, mu spidtua

Positive Base om multiple/positive
fast, very good, expensive, spidoma, gudoma, prisoma
There are many children here he bez om jui (om jui bez he)
Positive Comparative mu more
faster, better, more expensive spidmua, gudmua, prismua
a larger house, more land hus mu sdzema, mu lan
Positive Superlative um most
fastest, best, most expensive spiduma, guduma, prisuma
the biggest car kar sdzuma
Negative Base ot small amount/negative
slow, small, cheap spidota, sézota, prisota
There were few people there Jeot pei boz de (de boz jeot pei)
Negative Comparative  tu less
slower, smaller, cheaper spidtua, séztua, pristua
one book less than before antu buk kom oza
Negative Superlative ut least
slowest, smallest, cheapest spiduta, sazuta, prisuta
She is the youngest el bez ajuta
6.7 Changes to the meanings of words

Adjectives ema & eta simply refer to physical size, bigger and smaller.
Howeverthea f f iem@& s aatbdctudlly change the core meaning of the word. A hut (huset) is not just a small
house (hus eta) i it is a different kind of property altogether. Te ac hiticig a rsd Oe d diecemd bathrwordss

using a common root but with different meanings. Similarly, a stone is not the same as a boulder but there is
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sense in using a modified version of the same root word in each case. E.g. arock (ston) is not as big as a boulder
(stonem) or as small as a stone (stonet).

English provides different words for those things. Algilez provides different but related words for those things.
Note that Algilez is not trying to provide new dictionary definitions of these things, the meanings remain the same
as in existing languages (however imprecise that may be in some cases). Unfortunately in English, sometimes the
dictionary definitions have multiple meanings and it is necessary to chose just one for the Algilez word, which
makes it appear that the English word meanings are being redefined.

ve very
very hot, very cold ve hitom, ve kod
em large size
book, ledger buk, bukem
house, big house, mansion hus, hus ema, husem
et small size
book, note book buk, buket
house, cottage, cabin/hut hus, hus eta, huset
Examples  asmall stone, a big boulder stonet eta, stonem ema
a big stone, a small boulder stonet ema, stonem eta

6.8 The Indefinite Article 'a’' - Not Used

‘an’ (the number one) is used only when it is necessary to quantify the following word.

1 Give me a pen.. ogez pen u me
1 Give me one apple ogez an pom u me
I Sheis an actress el bez aktéar(el)

6.9 The Definite Article 'the' - Not Used
xe (this) or ce (that) is used when it is necessary to qualify the following word.

1 Give itto the dog. ogez ol u ce kanis

6.10 Demonstrative (preposition)

1 This, that, these, those xe, ce, xe(i), ce(i)
1 What did that man say? k ti coz ce peil
I These cars are mine. xei kér bez meva

xe kari bez av me

Note: xei kar, xe kari and xei kéri all have the same meaning.

6.11  Distri butive (preposition/prefix)

1 All, each, every, either, neither, none al, ic, al, saan, zaan, za

I everyone, no-one, each one, either one alpe, zape, icpe, saanpe
1 Give a loaf to all of them, to each of them  ogez an bred u alpe, u icpe
1

Give it to either of them, to neither of them o0gez ol u saanpe, u zaanpe

6.12  Quantitative (prefix)

{1 some, any, none, not any sa, en, za, zaen
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6.13  Multiple Adjectives & Participles
Multiple adjectives, or combinations of adjectives and adverbs, may need to be placed in a particular order or dealt
with slightly differently e.g. by forming a new compound word.
9 The horrible, red car kér opplesa reda
(the car which is both horrible and red)
1 The horrible-red car kér, reda opplesa
(the car painted a horrible red) or kar opplesreda
The basic principle remains that the 'headword' always precedes the qualifying word. Hence in the second
example above, 'kar' precedes 'reda’ which in turn, precedes 'opplesa’. When a new compound word is formed
then the word orderis equalandthere i's no change o fopplewedladi rmamddppisave e nl O
a question of what is easier to say and understand.
Where there are multiple adjectives, then they need to separated by commas in writing and pauses when speaking
e.g.
1 The old, horribly fat, red haired peel herreda, fatopplesa, ajoma
woman
‘Active’ adjectives (participles) can themselves be qualified by a following adjective, hence they should be placed
last if they are not qualified e.g. :-
1 The old, fast, sinking ship xip ajoma spidoma divociza
(the old, fast ship which is sinking)
1 The old, fast-sinking ship Xip ajoma, divociza spidoma
(the old ship which is sinking fast) or, xip ajoma fi divocez spidoma

1 to speak, talkative, to fear, timid piz, pizixa, firiz, firixa
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7 Verbs

7.1 General Rules

Active & Passive, Transitive & Intransitive verbs and the wider use of words as verbs

Most verbs are transitive and active. This means that a verb follows the subject of the sentence (i.e. the thing or
person that the sentence is about) and that the verb denotes the action carried out by the subject on another thing
or person (the object). In its simplest form it might be of the type 'John read a book'.

A number of verbs can be transitive or intransitive. In this case we could have instead of 'John read the book’, just
‘John read'. Where the subject is passive (i.e. the action of the verb is done to it) then the verb need to be modified

(as in English). E.g. 'The book was read by John' or 'The book was read'.

7.2 Examples:

1 John read a book Active verb 'read' - it was an action done by the subject, John
Transitive verb - John read something - a book

9 John read. Active verb 'read' - it was an action done by the subject, John
Intransitive verb - John just read - we don't know what he read.

1 The book was read by Passive verb 'was read' - it was an action done to the subject, the book.

John The subject itself did nothing!

Transitive verb - the action was done by someone, John (the object)

i The book was read Passive verb 'was read' - it was an action done to the subject, the book.
The subject itself did nothing!

Intransitive verb - we don't know who or what did the action.

Algilez permits a more expressive use (and simpler use) of verbs compared with English. Below are examples of

the very efficient and simple use of Algilez i e.g. an English sentences of 7 words can be expressed in just 3 words

in Algilez: e.g.:
1 The baby boy is six months old (The baby boy 'months’ six) babil monez sis
1 Heis eight years old (He 'years' eight) il yirez ok
1 We went by train to London (We 'trained' to London) mi trinoz u London
1 We are riding to Canterbury mi ekwisiez u Kanterberi
1  We will sail to Calais mi xipuz u Kalai
1 He fed his cat (He 'fooded' his cat) [Here Algilez is the same as English] il fudoz filis avsu
1 Take off your hat (Unhat yourself) unhatez (yu)
By adding a verbal suffix, the verb formed then means whatever is appropriate in the context. E.g. if someone asks
you to 6dictionary a worddé it wirlyld.pr otboanbel vye rmei af n sy obul oaorke
producing new definitions of words, t hen it might mean 6add this word to o

7.3 Passive Case

Where the subject is passive, add prefix 'ad’, giving the meaning 'to have something happen to one, or, to have
something done to one by someone/something else'. Hence a preposition 'by' (which is 'ad') is not required if the
person/thing doing the action of the verb immediate follows the verb.

1 A book written by Dickens buk adritoz Dikenz
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1 A book by Dickens buk ad Dikenz (buk Dikenzda)
1 Peter was tired (by others) Peter adtaroz

I Tom angers Peter Tom angez Peter

1 Peteris angered by Tom Peter adangez Tom

1 Peteris angered Peter adangez

1 She woke the child el wakoz cu

1  The child was awoken cu adwakoz

1 Note: The child was awake cu wakgkioz (cu boz wakgka)

7.4 Transitive , Intransitive and Transitional Verbs
A number of verbs can be either transitive or intransitive. If no object follows the verb then they are considered
intransitive, as in English.

6Trandidtiref®@rs to those actions that are moving from on:¢

stand up etc. These are different to 06beetn psomweasestbetranditbmal ng as
verbs havebubhempme foito & ebostorde 6me &&n spo.Mados dbaetcedd, i .e. to s

1 Ilwalked me wgkoz

1 1walked the dog me wgkoz filis

1 The dog walked kanis wgkoz

1 the dog was walked kanis adwgkoz

1 She seated the child el busitoz cu

(Transitional) (ub = became)
1 She sat (i.e. was sitting) el sitioz
1 She sat (i.e. she sat down) el busitoz

Examples of common verbs which may be either transitive or intransitive (i.e. not always require an object) :-

1 sit, stand, walk sitiz, staniz, wgkiz

1 run, stop, start réniz, stopiz, giiz

1 fall asleep, sleep buslipiz, slipiz

1 fall, rise, tire, freeze faliz, upjiz, tiriz, frisiz

If a normally intransitive verb needs to be changed to a transitive case then 'da’ may be added as a prefix to clarify

the meaning.
1 Peter was tiring (becoming tired) Peter buslipuxoz
(sleepy)
Peter was tiring (to others) (fatiguing)  Peter datigioz
Peter was (felt) tired (fatigued) Peter tigoz (boz tiga)
Peter tired (other people) Peter datigoz

Where the 'intransitiveness' of the action may be unclear then the affix 'su’ (self) may be used as a prefix to the
verb. This gives the meaning that the activity happened without action by an external body. Note however that 'su’
after the verb means that the subject did the action to themselves (i.e. it did not just happen). In some case 'su’

might not be appropriate if the cause is unknown :-
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1 I broke a window
1 A window was broken

(by someone)
1 A window broke

(we don't know how)
1 Adoor was shut

(by someone or something)
1 The door shut

(it closed itself automatically)
1 Adoor shut

(we don't know how)

7.5 Double & Triple Verb Groups

- Grammar

11 September 2009

me brekoz wad

wad adbrekoz

wad brekoz

dgro adxutoz

dgro xutoz su, (dgro suxutoz)

dgro xutoz

These double verbs are used as the infinitive or gerund in English. This form of double verbs is very common (and

useful). Where the verbs are combined, only one tense marker is used. Use 'da’ or 'ad' (active or passive) if

required. They can be in the following form:-

1 1wishto go to Paris

9 I hate going (I hate to go) to school

91 lliked to sit working (to sit to work)

1 I'm going (on my way) to start

working

1 There is no one to look. (able to

look)
1 I hated not going

He doesn't remember finding it

T 1do notintend to sell.

7.6 Possessive - To Have

Me wixez jiz u Pari

me wixjez u Pari (me wixjuz u Pari)
me hutez jiz u skul

me hutjiz u skul

me lakoz wékiz sita

me lakwéakoz sita

me jez giiz wak

me jez giwakiz

zape bez ebriz

me hutoz zajiz ( n &jizd 6
me hutzajoz
il nomemoz findiz ol

me nowixotridiz

For having or possessing, use 'v' with appropriate tense. Note that 'viz' (to have, to possess) is only used for

possession/ownership. Algilez is more precise than English and it is necessary to use the correct word in Algilez

instead of the often vague use of ‘has' in English.
1 Do you have a bike?
1 Tom had a car
I She has a good voice
1 abird's wing
1 acarwheel
but:

He has a virus (he is &irusedd

k yu vez bik

Tom voz kér

el vez vos guda

wen av avis, (wen avisva)

wil av kér (wil kérva)

il bez virusa (il advirusez)
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6He has a viruso6 implies
They had a good ti me (the uligudteoz

Again, O6hadd i mplies poss

Some 'possessions' may be more appropriately described by adjectival pronouns e.g.

T myarm am mea,
1 hisidea fogk ila
I Tom's happiness hap Toma

Note: There are a number of words associated with 'v' e.g.

av possession by, ownership by, association with
this is the car of Tom (this is Tom's car) xe bez kar av Tom
va of,'s
the mands gun gun peilva
\Ye} possession
Who has possession? k vez vo
viz with, possessing, holding, carrying
man with (possessing) a gun peil viz gun

7.7 Common Verb Affixes
These affixes are commonly used with verbs but as all affixes, they can be used with any other appropriate nouns,
adjectives and adverbs. The normal form is for them to be added as a prefix to the main verb (although sometimes
as a suffix) and thus form a new compound verb. The same principle applies to Verb Aspect, which is dealt with in
Section 7.7 following. The Common verbs such as do be§ do haveband do dodare represented by single letters ®§
&bdand @bdwith the appropriate tense suffixes.

ad passive form, action done to subject by

another (usually the object following the verb)

Tom saw the cat Tom soz filis
The cat was seen by Tom filis adsoz Tom
The cat was seen twice by Tom filis adsoz dufe ad Tom

az Hypothetical conditional marker

| would have gone me azjoz
bak back
Go backwards, reverse bakjiz

bu to become
he was sitting in the office il sitioz e fis
he sat down in the office il busitoz e fis
da active form for Intransitive verbs, action done

to object by subject, done by

Peter was tiring (to others) Peter datérioz
She woke the child el dawakoz cu
A book by (i.e. written by) Dickens buk Dikenzda
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